
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Astronomical Society of the Pacific. H 1 

interior because the mountain structures reflect more light than 
the level areas ; at the limb the mountains form the entire visible 
reflecting background, the level plains and valleys not forming 
any part of it. I think we must look for a similar explanation in 
the case of Mars; though, as others have pointed out, other 
things being equal, very steep mountain slopes would be required. 
The importance of making a series of short-exposure photo- 
graphs in connection with other observations of the planet is very 
evident. W. W. C. 

The Levels of the Meridian Circle. 

A progressive change has been taking place in the level of the 
instrument, marked by exceptional uniformity with but little 
variation from day to day. 

It seemed at first possible to connect the change with that of 
temperature, as the level correction decreased with the approach 
of cold weather. But whatever small part of the change follows 
from this cause is evidently masked by the regular movement. 
The fluctuations of temperature within periods of a few days have 
often been nearly up to the total range, while the level has shown 
no variation to correspond. 

In tabulating the mean level by months, the temperature given 
is the mean of the thermometer readings at the times the levels 
were taken : 
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The azimuth of the instrument shows no progressive change, 
the daily fluctuations being nearly as great as the whole variation. 

R. H. T. 

SCHIAPARELLI'S OBSERVATIONS OF BRIGHT SPOTS ON MARS. 

On a previous page of this Publication I referred to 
Schiaparelli's observations of bright spots on the planet 
Mars. I have translated his account of them as follows, from 
Himmel und Erde, Vol. I, pages 14, 15, 16, 159, for the 
benefit of Mars observers. W. W. C. 
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